most sordid intelligsnce operations in our nation’s histo- 
ry-one, everybody should know about 



IN HIS STEPS: LYNDON 

JOHNSON AND THE KENNgnv 
MYSTIQUE. 

BY PAUL HENGGELER. IVAN R. DEE PRESS (1901). 

Throughout his public career. Lyndon Johnson 
struggled with the political dominance of the Kennedys. 
It started warmly enough. In 1956, as majority leader of 
the Senate, Johnson cast all of Texas’ delegate votes at 
the Democratic Convention to Vice Presidential candi- 
date, Jack Kennedy. Four years later, after a bitter con- 
test, Jack Kennedy beat the Texas Senator in a race for 
the Democratic Presidential nomination. For three 
years, Johnson wallowed in obscurity and insignificance 
serving as Kennedy’s vice president 

After becoming President following Kenned/s death, 
he sought re-election in 1964 with the theme let Us 
Continue," an obvious reference to, as Johnson would 
put it, "our beloved late president." 

The long term contemptuous relationship between 
Johnson and the late Preeidenfs brother, Robert, came 
to a climatic explosion when Robert decided to chal- 
lenge Johnson’s renomination in 1968. Johnson soon 
dropped out and, within a few months, Robert Kennedy 
was killed. Though these subjects have been explored 
in many volumes, no one examines the relationship be- 
tween these three powerful men more insightfully than 
historian Paul Henggeler in his first book, IN HIS 
STEPS: LYNDON JOHNSON AND THE KENNEDY 
MYSTIQUE. 

Henggeler opens his account discussing Johnson's 
relationship with Jack Kennedy as he entered the sen- 
ate in 1952, and takes us all the way through Johnson’s 
death in 1971. Utilizing the exhaustive files of both 
presidential libraries, former biographies and current in- 
terviews, Henggeler relays the sad saga of Johnson”s 
obsession with the Kennedy's, which may have crippled 
his presidency and reeked hovac in the highest levels of 
government 

WhHe seeking to benefit from the popularity of 
President Kennedy, Johnson also needed to repudiate it 
to prove to himself and others that he was a leader in 
his own terms. But not only was he caught between the 
Kennedy mystique and a desire to prove himself, he 
was also trapped between the two Kennedys. 

There was the good Kennedy and the bad Kennedy. 
John represented the the good He brought Lyndon to 
the Vice Presidency and made it possible for him to be- 
come the leader of the free world Bobby was the bad 
Kennedy. He tried to talk Johnson out of the Vice 
Presidency. He was always a threat to Johnson on the 
presidential level. Rnally, Bobby tried, as Johnson had 



feared , to defeat him, Johnson’s problem was, how 
could he tarnish Bobby’s ambitions and not do political 
damage to himself because many would see it as a 
swipe against the popular late President. 

His dilemma was most reflected in the Vietnam War. 
He insisted throughout his tenure, quoting from his 
predecessor’s speeches that he was carrying out John 
Kennedy’s agenda in South East Asia. To criticize his 
efforts in Vietnam, as Robert Kennedy frequently did, 
would be paramount to criticizing Presidont Kennedy. 
Robert contented such was not the case. The war was 
a mistake and "past error" is no excuse for it’s own per- 
petration. The issue was never settled to Johnson’s 
satisfaction, thus his premature exit from the White 
House. 

Anyone who enjoys reading on the Kennedys, 
Johnson, or politics in general arill benefit from 
Henggler’s compelling, dramatic account of a troubled 
president. 

REVIEWED BY VALERIE MCDO¥VEU 



CONSPIRACIES. COVER-UPS. 
AND CRIMES. POLITICAL 
MANIPULATION AND MIND 
CONTROL IN AMERICA. 

BY JONATHAN VANKIN. PARAGON HOUSE. 

NEW YORK (1991). 318 PAGES. $24.95. 

Is there something rotten in America?" asks 
Jonathan Vankin, a news editor for METRO, a San 
Jose, California alternative weekly. To help provide an- 
swers, he has compiled CONSPIRACIES, COVER-UPS 
AND CRIMES, a comprehensive, enthralling, and (for 
the most part) objective view of conspiracy theories. 
Rom the JFK assassination, Masonic secrets, 
Watergate, Johnstown, satanic cults, Nazism, vote rig- 
ging and countless other shady episodes, Vankin pro- 
vides an impressivo, staggering array of information - 
enough to whet any skeptic’s appetite. How one choos- 
es to use this data is clearly up to the individual reader. 

The author takes us on an unforgettable journey. In 
the wake of the pre-production hoopla surrounding 
Oliver Stone’s film, JFK, this material is all the more per- 
tinent and well-timed. Vankin’s style is straightforward 
and easily digested. However, he can’t be held respon- 
sible if our stomachs ache later. This book is brimming 
with frightening possibilities. Even by playing devifs ad- 
vocate and assuming that 99% of it is irresponsible and 
false, the remaining 1% is enough to send decent citi- 
zens heading for the hills. Wo all laugh when backward 
banana republics engage in such chicanery, but Vankin 
forces us to suddenly ask, "Can it happen here?" 

CONSPIRACIES, COVER-UPS AND CRIMES is 
the least fantastic of all conspiracy theory dissertations. 
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tt is this rational tone that is precisely the most disturb- 
ing aspect of all. Some theories are easily dismissed by 
those of us unwilling to accept such Machiavellian un- 
dertones. However, the sheer volume of facts Vankin 
has presented here, along with the overwhelming logic 
he uses to wade through such facts is mesmerizing. The 
only thing more harrowing than the violence our gov- 
ernment may be capable of is the dazzling ease it dis- 
plays in squashing questioning of its actions. 

Did a Nazi-tumed-CIA scientist create AIDS as a 
form of biological warfare? Was Jim Jones part of a 
genockfal plot to eliminate blacks? Was international 
drug trade-sponsored by the U.S. intelligence communi- 
ty-behind the bombing of Pan Am Right 103? Did John 
LenrK>n die at the hands of a programmed killer? Is our 
government using drugs to numb us the same way they 
used *1irewater to numb the Indians? Have the terms 
left wing* and *right wing” become blurred in a mass of 
new world order agendas? Is Jonathan Vankin serious? 

Mr. Vankin most certainly is serious and the the in- 
formation he has placed at our disposal is either the 
first step to regain control of our destiny or the final step 
towards fascism. Sure, much of this infonnation is spec- 
ulation; but where there’s smoke, there is often fire. 
Vankin does not offer support for any of the individual 
theories in his book. Their more presence is enough. 

CONSPIRACIES, COVER-UPS AND CRIMES is a 
acintillatirtg, yet disturbing book. All ye who enter its por- 
tals, surrender all hope. 



REVIEWED BY MICHAEL 4. ZEZIMA JR. 

MR. ZEZIMA (MICKEY Z) IS A NYC POET AND 
EDfTOR OF END GAME. A MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 
OF OPINION AND SATIRE. 



ACT QF TREASON: THE ROLE 
OF J. EDGAR HOOVER IN THE 
ASSASSINATION OF 
PRESIDENT KENNEDY. 

BY MARK NORTH. CARROLL A QRAFF. 

NEW YORK (1991). 544 PAGES. $26.95 

ACT OF TREASON is another in the recent series 
of books such as Contract on America and Mafia 
Kingfish that place the blame on the assassination of 
President John F. Kennedy on the Mafia JEH (Hoover) 
is deemed guilty in that he was aware of threats against 
Kennedy’s life by Carlos Marcello. Jimmy Hoffa, John 
Roselli, Santos TrafTicante, as well as other underworld 
figures. 

Treason by definition involves an intent to betray 
the government, and foreknowledge of an assassination 
plot would be treasonable on JEH's part. He never told 



the Secret Service of the threats/contracts against the 
President's life. Hoover could have easily stepped in 
and prevented the topless parade in Dallas. I always 
have wondered what would have happened if it had 
continued to rain in Dallas as it did in the morning of 
1 1/22/63, but many researchers /notably Penn Jones 
Jr.) believe there were backup assassins at the Trade 
Mart where Kennedy was to h^e spoken at 12:30 p.m 

Hoover was allegedly seen at Clint Murchinson's 
home the evening prior to the assassination with 
Richard Nixon but this cannot be proven. Hoover was in 
Washington during the actual assassination and was the 
first to call Robert Kennedy arxJ r>otify him of his 
brother’s demise. North hce put together a remarkable 
chronicle of the days going bvk several months prior to 
11/22/63. and dear through the release of the Warren 
Report The sources are published books, papers, gov- 
ernment reports and artides on the assassination. It 
seems that his *^ress reports* are all culled from books 
or the above sources, and few from actual newspapers 
of the day. The chronicle also leaves out some inpor- 
tant events, but is generally a reasonable work of schol- 
arship. The conclusioris are dubious, however. 

If Hoover did not take the death threats against the 
President seriously, but considered them merely *mob 
talk*, or *braggadock>* by nx>bster8, he still should have 
told the Secret Service. The HSCA decided in 1976 that 
Hoover's FBI was “deficient* in its response to the threat 
by Carlos Marcello against JFK. (Source: Conspiracy. 
by Anthony Summers). Hoover had a motive for allow- 
ing the assassination to take place. 

As North explains, Hoover was to turn 70 on 
January 1, 1065 and could only be aliovired to avoid 
compulsory retirerhent by Federal statute by Executive 
Order from the President. Since it has been well-docu- 
mented that the Kennedy brothers did not like him, it is 
unlikely that Hoover would still have held the high office 
he had exclusively occupied since 1924. JEH had culti- 
vated a friendship with Lyndon Johnson, however, and 
Johnson kept Hoover in office. The letters printed in the 
book display evidence of a close friendship between the 
two men. 

While proving* that Hoover is guilty of treason, 
Mark North exonerates the role of the CIA as follows: 
There can be no doubt that the CIA benefited from the 
tailing. Unfortunately, their willingness to attempt to mis- 
use the assassination of an American president for polit- 
icai gain proves, ultimately, to be merely synnptonnatic of 
larger problems within the agency*(Act of Treason pg. 
405). 



REVIEWED BY ROBERT SEVERIN 

MR. SEVERIN IS A FREELANCE WRITER FROM 
SAN JOSE CALIFORNIA. HIS ARTICLE, PAN AM 
103 UPDATE CAN BE FOUND IS THIS ISSUE OF 
BACK CHANNELS. 
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